
Intercultural Pre-conference 

Washington University, St. Louis 

July 5-6, 2017       

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON CLOSING WORSHIP 

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE! 

Gather Us In  Canticle of the Turning 
Spirit of the Living God Canto de Esperanza (Song of Hope) 

BE WELCOMED 

COME 

One: Come together, all you people. 

All: Come and praise your maker!  

One: Come for the sake of the Lover, who created the whole earth. 

All: The Lover placed in this land the First Peoples, and blessed it as their home. 

One: Come for the sake of the Beloved, who welcomes all.  

All: First to arrive and last to come, graciously embraced and ungraciously rejected, 

slave and free, young and old, male and female, straight and LGBTQ, the Beloved 

calls one and all and invites us to a home where all are beloved. 

One: Come for the sake of the Love, who is everywhere and in everyone. 

All:  Offering a unity more powerful than our differences, Love binds together all people 

– neighbors next door to strangers on the opposite side of the world – and creates 

rainbow mixes of North, South, East, and West. Love bids us open our doors, share 

every home, and welcome in the Lover, the Beloved, and one another. 

One: Because God has welcomed us to this home, we are called to welcome others, reaching 

across and under and around any and all walls that divide or demean in order to extend the 

invitation.  

All: Come, all you people. Come and praise your maker!  

SING THE INVITATION #388  Uyai Mose / Come, all you people 

CONFESS OUR SIN   (drawn from the Confession of Belhar)   

Call to Confession: Trusting in Christ’s reconciling grace, reassured by the Spirit, and knowing 

that the triune God gathers, protects, and cares for the church through Word and Spirit, we can 

be honest about our failure to serve as agents of God’s reconciliation. 

Prayer of Confession: Knowing that God wishes to bring justice and true peace into a world full 

of injustice and enmity, I confess my failure as an individual and as a member of Christ’s body, 

the Church, to faithfully and consistently stand by people who live with forms of suffering and 

need unfamiliar to me.  

Too often I have failed to stand firmly with the Lord against injustice. Too often I have conveniently 

forgotten that the God who loves me and whom I love is also one who is, in a world full of injustice 

and enmity, the God of the destitute, the poor, and the wronged in a special and particular way. 

I have often failed to witness against the privileged who selfishly seek their own interest in a way 

that controls and harms others, and I rarely acknowledge that I have my own places of privilege.   

Triune God – Rainbow of Promise, Ark of Salvation, Dove of Peace – forgive me. Open my eyes. 

Change my heart. Empower me with courage and boldness so that I, as an individual and as a 

member of Christ’s body, the Church, may witness against and strive against any form of 

injustice until the day comes when justice and righteousness roll as ever-flowing streams. 



Individual Prayer 

Assurance of Pardon: God’s lifegiving Word and Spirit has conquered the powers of sin and 

death, irreconciliation and hatred, bitterness and enmity. We are forgiven and empowered.       

  Thanks be to God. 

ASK FOR ILLUMINATION #283 Wa wa wa Emimimo / Come, O Holy Spirit, Come  

OPEN THE WORD   Isaiah 58:1-12 

SING #339  Lift every Voice and Sing, vs. 1 

HEAR THE WORD 

SING #339  Lift every Voice and Sing, vs. 2 

EXPLORE THE WORD TOGETHER 

SING #339  Lift every Voice and Sing, vs. 3 

AFFIRM AND COMMIT   (drawn from the Confession of Belhar )   

We believe that God’s lifegiving Word and Spirit has conquered the powers of sin and 

death, and therefore also of irreconciliation and hatred, bitterness and enmity; that God’s 

lifegiving Word and Spirit will enable the church to live in a new obedience which can 

open new possibilities of life for society and the world. 

We believe that God wishes to teach the church to do what is good and to seek the right; 

that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering and need, which 

implies, among other things, that the church must witness against and strive against any 

form of injustice, so that justice may roll down like waters, and righteousness like an 

ever-flowing stream. 

We therefore join our God in the cause of justice and dedicate our whole heart, soul, mind 

and  strength to the work of the Lover of all the world and its people, the Beloved who 

draws all into the Beloved Community, and the Love who moves within and among us 

with transforming, Pentecostal power. 

To the one and only Triune God be the honor and the glory for ever and ever. Amen 

GIVE,* RECEIVE, AND SHARE 

 SING #770 I’m Gonna Eat at the Welcome Table 

Joyfully dance and sing as you offer your treasure and commitment. 

Then receive bread for the journey ahead and share with one another the peace of Christ. 

PRAY 

Holy God of justice, revealed in ways great and small, despite our efforts to be faithful, our words 

and good intentions fall short. Let us devote silence to the needs of our world and our need to 

work for change. 

We devote silence here and now to all places and kinds of conflict, for platitudes of peace are 

not enough. Stir within our silence a deepened commitment to become peace-makers, not just 

peace-wishers.   (silent prayer)   

We devote silence here and now to the problem of poverty. “Be warmed and filled” sounds good 

but is not sufficient. Move through our silence to inspire generosity, that we might address not 

only the symptoms of poverty, but also its deeper causes. (silent prayer)   



We devote silence here and now to protest injustice. Sound-bite slogans by themselves do not 

bring change. Give us the spirit of Amos, of Jesus, to be prophets, disciples, and martyrs for 

your kingdom.   (silent prayer)   

We devote silence here and now for all who suffer. Our number-one lie is often: “You are in my 

prayers.” Through your compassion and through your example, help us open our own hearts to 

serve others with compassion.   (silent prayer)   

God of speech and silence: hear our prayers for new beginnings, for hearts made pure, and for a 

world made new by the promise given in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus and in the 

power to work for change given through the Holy Spirit.  Amen 

SING THE VISION #769  For Everyone Born 

BE BLESSED 

 

Go in Peace  

Work for justice as people refreshed, renewed, and recommitted 

 

 

 

*  An offering will be collected at today’s worship service to benefit Intercultural Church Growth.  

If you are giving a gift by check, please make your check payable to the Presbyterian Church 

(USA) and put E051563 on the memo line of your check before putting it in the offering or 

mailing it to: Presbyterian Church (USA), PO Box 643700, Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700 

 

 

Before going to lunch, we will hold a brief meeting of the Presbyterian Intercultural 

Network (PIN).  PIN Members, please stay for the meeting. Everyone is welcome 

whether or not you are a PIN member.  If you would like to become a member of 

this grassroots network and work for a stronger intercultural focus in our 

denomination, churches, and world, please talk with a PIN Board Member. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liturgy for this service was written by Laurel Underwood for the 2017 PCUSA Big Tent Intercultural Pre-conference. 

‘Confess our Sin’ and ‘Affirm and Commit’ use language from the Confession of Belhar.  

The ‘Prayer’ was adapted from one used at the September, 2015 meeting of the National Capital Presbytery. 

Copyright © 2017 by Laurel A. Underwood. 

 

  



CONFESSION OF BELHAR 

September 1986* 

11.1. We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares for the church 

through Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the beginning of the world and will do to the end.  

11.2. We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of saints called from the entire 

human family.  

We believe  

• that Christ’s work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the community of believers 

who have been reconciled with God and with one another; 

• that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus Christ; that through the 

working of God’s Spirit it is a binding force, yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly 

pursued and sought: one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain; 

• that this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that separation, enmity and hatred 

between people and groups is sin which Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything 

which threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted; 

• that this unity of the people of God must be manifested and be active in a variety of ways: in that we 

love one another; that we experience, practice and pursue community with one another; that we are 

obligated to give ourselves willingly and joyfully to be of benefit and blessing to one another; that we 

share one faith, have one calling, are of one soul and one mind; have one God and Father, are filled 

with one Spirit, are baptized with one baptism, eat of one bread and drink of one cup, confess one 

name, are obedient to one Lord, work for one cause, and share one hope; together come to know the 

height and the breadth and the depth of the love of Christ; together are built up to the stature of Christ, 

to the new humanity; together know and bear one another’s burdens, thereby fulfilling the law of Christ 

that we need one another and upbuild one another, admonishing and comforting one another; that we 

suffer with one another for the sake of righteousness; pray together; together serve God in this world; 

and together fight against all which may threaten or hinder this unity; 

• that this unity can be established only in freedom and not under constraint; that the variety of 

spiritual gifts, opportunities, backgrounds, convictions, as well as the various languages and cultures, 

are by virtue of the reconciliation in Christ, opportunities for mutual service and enrichment within the 

one visible people of God; 

• that true faith in Jesus Christ is the only condition for membership of this church;    

Therefore, we reject any doctrine  

• which absolutizes either natural diversity or the sinful separation of people in such a way that this 

absolutization hinders or breaks the visible and active unity of the church, or even leads to the 

establishment of a separate church formation;  

• which professes that this spiritual unity is truly being maintained in the bond of peace while 

believers of the same confession are in effect alienated from one another for the sake of diversity and 

in despair of reconciliation;  

• which denies that a refusal earnestly to pursue this visible unity as a priceless gift is sin;  

• which explicitly or implicitly maintains that descent or any other human or social factor should be a 

consideration in determining membership of the church.  

11.3. We believe  

• that God has entrusted the church with the message of reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ; 

that the church is called to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world; that the church is called 

blessed because it is a peacemaker; that the church is witness both by word and by deed to the new 

heaven and the new earth in which righteousness dwells. 



• that God’s lifegiving Word and Spirit has conquered the powers of sin and death, and therefore also 

of irreconciliation and hatred, bitterness and enmity; that God’s lifegiving Word and Spirit will enable the 

church to live in a new obedience which can open new possibilities of life for society and the world; 

• that the credibility of this message is seriously affected and its beneficial work obstructed when it is 

proclaimed in a land which professes to be Christian, but in which the enforced separation of people on 

a racial basis promotes and perpetuates alienation, hatred and enmity;  

• that any teaching which attempts to legitimate such forced separation by appeal to the gospel, and 

is not prepared to venture on the road of obedience and reconciliation, but rather, out of prejudice, fear, 

selfishness and unbelief, denies in advance the reconciling power of the gospel, must be considered 

ideology and false doctrine.  

 Therefore, we reject any doctrine  

• which, in such a situation sanctions in the name of the gospel or of the will of God the forced 

separation of people on the grounds of race and color and thereby in advance obstructs and weakens 

the ministry and experience of reconciliation in Christ.  

11.4. We believe  

• that God has revealed himself as the one who wishes to bring about justice and true peace among 

people; 

• that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a special way the God of the destitute, the poor 

and the wronged;  

• that God calls the church to follow him in this; for God brings justice to the oppressed and gives 

bread to the hungry;  

• that God frees the prisoner and restores sight to the blind;  

• that God supports the downtrodden, protects the stranger, helps orphans and widows and blocks 

the path of the ungodly;  

• that for God pure and undefiled religion is to visit the orphans and the widows in their suffering; 

• that God wishes to teach the church to do what is good and to seek the right;  

• that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering and need, which implies, 

among other things, that the church must witness against and strive against any form of injustice, so 

that justice may roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream; 

• that the church as the possession of God must stand where the Lord stands, namely against 

injustice and with the wronged; that in following Christ the church must witness against all the powerful 

and privileged who selfishly seek their own interests and thus control and harm others.  

 Therefore, we reject any ideology  

• which would legitimate forms of injustice and any doctrine which is unwilling to resist such an 

ideology in the name of the gospel.  

11.5. We believe that, in obedience to Jesus Christ, its only head, the church is called to confess and to do all 

these things, even though the authorities and human laws might forbid them and punishment and suffering 

be the consequence. 

Jesus is Lord.  

To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be the honor and the glory for ever and ever.  

Endnote 

* This is a translation of the original Afrikaans text of the confession as it was adopted by the synod of the Dutch Reformed Mission 

Church in South Africa in 1986. In 1994 the Dutch Reformed Mission Church and the Dutch Reformed Church in Africa united to form 

the Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa (URCSA). This inclusive language text was prepared by the Office of Theology and 

Worship, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Section numbers are OGA suggestions based on the document’s five original sections and the 

numbering from The Book of Confessions. 


