
  Intercultural Pre-conference 

University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

July 29-30, 2015 
 

Connected to Big Tent Theme:  “Living Missionally—Advocacy” 

 

Wednesday Morning, July 29 

 

Colors placed on participants nametags were used to divide them randomly into small groups. 

 

9:00-10:30   Opening Service of Worship 

    Singing (15 minutes) 

    Greetings and Introduction  

 

10:30-10:45  Break 

 

10:45-12:00  Plenary Session 
   Group Exercise: “Level the Playing Field” and Debriefing   

    Let others speak of the experience OR 

    speak briefly to try to get conversation going if necessary 

  Small groups established during this time (by a couple of leaders 

  Move into small groups before lunch (by colors received) 

 

Wednesday Afternoon, July 29 

 

12:00-1:30  Lunch in small groups with facilitator 
    Eat with facilitator in assigned group 

    Facilitators will explain lunch conversations 

    Conversation questions will be provided 

 

1:30-2:00  Plenary Session 
   Group Exercise: “Naming the Races” 

 

2:00-3:00  Facilitated Small Group Conversations 
    “How has race impacted my life?”  

     (mutual invitation/talking stick, 5-6 minutes each, adjust as needed) 
    Small group reflection on what group members heard 

 

3:00-3:30  Break   

 

3:30-5:00  Plenary Session----Fishbowl Discussions:   
    Connie leads a discussion of African-Americans and Africans 

     on the power of race in their lives, using three questions 

    Another non- caucasian group if possible 

    If there is only one group, debrief caucasions on their being silenced 

    Sing a verse of Canticle of the Turning during movement as groups change 

    If/when whites question their lack of voice/inclusion ask  

      “What was that like for you?” 

    Debriefing (entire experience in large group) 



 

Wednesday Evening, July 29 

 

5:00-7:00  Break and Dinner   

7:00-8:30  Time of Cultural Sharing and Fun 

          

Thursday Morning, July 30 

6:30-8:45 Breakfast 

 

9:00-10:30  Plenary Session 

   Information, Tools, Advocacy, Debriefing, and Accountability 
    

   Knee exercise (20 minutes)—Nibs leads 

   Advocacy: 

    Transitional comments re: advocacy—relating to sermon---Connie and Nibs 

    Each small group with facilitator: 

     a) Considers “What can we do to advocate for one another?” 

     b) Develops one concrete advocacy “tool” to share with entire group 

   Bibliography: 

    Each Board member shares personal impact of one of books on bibliography 

   In small groups: 

    Debrief the entire experience of the pre-conference 

    How can members of each small group advocate for one another 

    Closure for small group and good-byes 

        

10:30-11:00  Break 

 

11:00-12:00  Closing Service of Worship 

       

12:00   Lunch and Continuing Our Conversations 

    as our pre-conference comes to an end 

    


