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2009 Multicultural Pre-Conference Schedule 

Note: “Team” denotes small groups (3 or 4 people).   

“Group” refers to activities that involve the whole group. 

“A church where there is no ‘other.’” 

Wednesday morning  

9:00 a.m. 10 Open with Folk song psalms 

Welcome & Introductions (Laurel); workshop may not be what you expect; 

introduce practice of mutual invitation and explain why it’s important in a 

multicultural setting! 

Opening prayer (from a multicultural resource) (Melva) 

9:10 20 Team conocimientos* (Cathy) (from conocer: to know; knowledge gained 

through experience; may imply familiarity or close acquaintance with 

another) 

Your name 

A story of your name 

Your birthplace 

Your grandparent’s birthplaces 

One thing you have learned about worship from your elders that you 

will pass on to future generations; one thing you do not want to pass 

on. 

 

9:30 5 Group:  Brainstorm list of “cultures”     [A church where there is no ‘other.’] 

9:35 15 Team Bible study:  (write down and post) 

Using mutual invitation, name and discuss Bible stories/scriptures that 

help you think about welcoming and hospitality, especially to the 

stranger and alien. 

9:50 10 Team Worship connection:   (write down and post) 

Songs, parts of worship that show or deal with welcome and hospitality 

10:00 10 Group: a game/activity to go with welcoming & hospitality  (Cathy) 

(do in pairs) 

10:10 15 Team conocimientos  

Name a culture or sub-culture that you represent (not as you would 

report it in a census, but something that is an active part of your 

identity, that you re proud of and would stand up for) 

How did you first learn about some culture other than your own? 

10:30 5 Team Worship connection:  (write down and post) 

Songs, parts of worship that deal with or confront issues of stranger 

and alien 
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10:35 5 Group: What people and groups are viewed as strangers and aliens in our 

society?   Who are the “strangers” or “aliens” in your community? 

[A church where there is no ‘other.’] 

10:40 10 Group: Inclusive music (teach “Unity”) 

10:50 10 Margin if needed, Q&A, singing or other activity if we’re running on time 

11:00 15 Break 

11:15 1 Prayer or reading (from a multicultural resource) (Cathy) 

11:16 9 Team conocimientos  

Describe the first cross-cultural experience that had an impact on you. 

11:25 15 Team Bible study:  (write down and post) 

Name and discuss Bible stories/scriptures that help you think about 

multicultural community 

11:40 5 

15 

Group:  Create definition of “multicultural” 

What does the process we’ve been using have to do with multicultural 

worship? 

Invite them to start thinking about a theme for the evening worship 

service 

Invite participants to use lunch as an opportunity to talk about worship 

ideas and look around for resources we could use for our multicultural 

service 

[A church where there is no ‘other.’] 

12:00  

p.m. 

60 Lunch    Participants talk about worship ideas and look around for resources 

we could use for our multicultural service.  Can return at 12:45 for singing. 

 

Wednesday afternoon  

12:45 15 Learn songs good for multicultural worship 

1:00 p.m. 1 Have multimedia DVD running as people arrive (example of reaching people 

in a different, less language-based way) 

1:01 9 Group discussion 

What is worship? 

1:10  10 Team conocimientos  

Share an experience of worship that was particularly meaningful and/or 

significant to you. 

(Could include discussion of opposite: life examples of worship that 

fails to welcome.) 

1:20 5 Group discussion 

How do we welcome God into worship? 

1:25 10 Team worship connection   (write down and post) 

What do we have in our power to do that can make worship into a 

welcoming, hospitable event?  
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  Group: Are there differences between our welcome and God’s welcome? 

[A church where there is no ‘other.’]       

1:35 15 Team worship connection   (write down and post) 

What are the differences (theologically & practically) between our 

welcome and God’s welcome? 

How can we allow God to show hospitality and to welcome 

people/guests into worship?  (write down ideas) 

1:50 5 Group  In what ways are hospitality and multicultural worship connected? 

[A church where there is no ‘other.’] 

1:55 15 Move toward worship planning…    

Introduce idea that we all have more resources for creating multicultural 

worship than we think.  Point to the sharing about our own cultural 

background and multicultural experiences, our biblical perspectives, our 

creative thinking about our welcome and God’s welcome in worship. Then 

add reference to resource table 

The theme for the evening worship service is hospitality, God weaving all 

people together) 

Who do we want to include/have feel welcomed by our service? 

Keep in mind that, as Luther said, “God has given us five senses, and we are 

ungrateful if we use less in worship.” 

Keep in mind that the goal of this service we’re creating is to create the 

confidence in each participant to go from here to not only continue to be 

creative in planning and leading worship experiences but to continue their 

worship in their daily life through hospitality to others. 

2:10 10 Team discussion    (write down and post after sharing) 

What resources do we have in our group?   

What resources have we see/know about in other groups? 

What resources can we find in and outside of the room? 

2:20 10 Group: Share responses to create a common pool of resources 

2:30 10 Team discussion    (write down for sharing) 

Have we had discussions that could easily apply to or help us design 

some portion of a worship service?   

Is there a part of the service we would particularly like to work on? 

2:40 10 Group: Share responses 

Set up teams for worship planning 

Invite participants to write down during the break “case study” 

questions/issues about multicultural worship that they would like the 

group to examine Thursday morning 

2:50 10 Margin if needed, Q&A, singing or other activity if we’re running on time 

3:00 15 Break 
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3:15 1 Prayer or reading (from a multicultural resource) 

3:16 74 Teams work on assigned parts of worship service 

(Cathy, Melva and Laurel provide support as needed, begin “big 

picture” work on filling in missing pieces and fitting the pieces 

together, work on support needs, such as power point)  

4:30   30 Teams report 

Group: evaluate where we stand on worship preparation 

5:00 p.m. 60 Group: Supper – working meal 

For grace, use a prayer from a multicultural resource 

Work continues on worship service as needed 

6:00 p.m. 1 Prayer or reading (from a multicultural resource) 

6:01 p.m. 59 Prepare for worship 

 

Five groups… each takes one of these portions of the service 

• Gathering 

• The Word 

• Prayers of the People 

• The response to the Word (includes communion) 

• Sending out into the world 

Each part could include music, scripture, prayer 

 

Wednesday evening  

Wednesday 

evening 

Team Training 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Joint multicultural service of worship 

 

8:00 p.m. 

 

Unpacking the design of worship  

9:00 p.m. 

 

Announcements, closing and evening prayer / Volunteers plan worship for 

tomorrow morning  
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Thursday morning  

9:00 10 Welcome and announcements 

9:10 5 Prayer or reading (from a multicultural resource) 

9:15  30 Team discussion, followed by Group sharing 

Wednesday evening’s discussion unpacked the design process of 

our multicultural service.  Now unpack the experience from a 

personal perspective.  Write down thoughts and lessons that may be 

helpful for the whole group to hear. 

 

9:45  45 Leaders/Group 

Liturgical guidelines, principles and symbols of Reformed worship: 

connections and challenges in multicultural worship (such as 

different cultural theologies) 

10:30 10 Break 

10:40 1 Prayer or reading (from a multicultural resource) 

10:41 29 Team discussion, followed by Group sharing 

Case studies 

11:10 30 Leaders/Group 

Introducing music from other cultures and incorporating it into the 

life of the church, overcoming resistance  (Melva) 

11:40 20 Leaders/Group 

Share resources and ideas* 

12  p.m. 20 Final questions and comments, evaluation forms 

Volunteers to participate in Big Tent worship later in the week 

12:20 10 Appreciations, closing, benediction 

12:30  THE  END! 
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Additional Notes: 

Bring Bibles (from rooms)! 

Culture – patterns of behavior, attitudes, characteristics, values, symbols, and 

behaviors – the way people function in their everyday lives – that evolve but are shared 

by a group of people in a particular place or time. 

Misc. points we may want to include in “Unpacking the Design” 

• The structure and shape of the event is designed to reflect the qualities of mutual respect, 

careful listening, and collegial work (as opposed to hierarchical leadership) that are essential 

to multicultural community.  Being genuinely open and welcoming is the often overlooked 

first step in becoming multicultural.  Until that door is opened, “strangers and aliens” of any 

and all kinds will not stay, for they will recognize that they are not really welcome. 

• Emphasis is also deliberately placed on learning to recognize or discern and make use of the 

resources we already have at hand and among us.  This realization makes multicultural 

worship more realistic and approachable. 

• The conocimientos discussion of cultures and the later “definition” of multicultural are places 

where we can broaden the term to include issues beyond race and ethnicity. 

• Clearly hospitality is a theme that is closely associated with multicultural community and 

could easily be included as a worship theme.  Another (could be parallel) idea is “God weaves 

us together.” 

• What have you been hoping this pre-conference on multicultural worship will be? 

A place for people to approach multicultural worship in a new way – as a “process,” not a 

“recipe.” 

M – “A church where there is no ‘other.’”  Here with a love for God and for worship. 

• Describe what you hope people will gain from it / get out of it. 

L - An clearer sense of what they are looking for in multicultural worship.  

An ability to find resources for multicultural worship right at hand as well as “out there.” 

C - Increase awareness and sensitivity.  “At least you care.” 

What it means to be unwelcome.  That we already have resources.  An appreciation of “God’s 

riotous diversity.” 

• What would be an essential component of the pre-conference that would help to achieve 

that goal? 

Finding and making use of resources within the group. 

Encouragement to pursue learning of hospitality and need for multicultural. 

Reclaim “community” church – doesn’t occur naturally, we need to create community and 

draw the circle big enough to include a diverse group.  

• Are there particular elements that you’ve been envisioning?  If so, what are they? 

Emphasize the process as God-centered (Prayer, Bible) and relational (teamwork) 

Grounding it in the scripture 

Experiential, multisensory  (Luther – “God gave us five senses, and if we don’t use them all in 

worship, we are deprived.”) 

God’s new thing:  Can’t assume that we’re going to feed people the way they’re used to, 

because we’re doing something different here.   (If worship were the highlight of your week, 

why would you want to limit it an hour?) 

We do have commonalities (that’s hospitality again)
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Wednesday evening Worship Plan* 

Room arrangement: NO “front;” 9 circles of 10; center table 

Pre-worship: Teach music for gather; welcome people as they arrive; hand out ribbons 

Procession:  

“Come All You People” (African – “Uyai Mose”) with ribbons 

Call to Worship:  

Psalm 150:6 – “Let everything that has breath praise the Lord” 

Welcome – Pass Peace 

 “Dame la Mano” – “Give Me Your Hand” (Hispanic) 

Body Confession (Simple / Silence / Visuals / 4 Corners) 

Assurance of Pardon:  

  ESL – TGBTG (To God Be the Glory – hands up, fingers spread, wiggle hands) 

Special Music: “Falling in Love with Jesus” (Florida Presbytery) 

Word: Acts 2:1-4    “Unity???” 

4 corners / 4 languages:    Start English, build with others (French, Korean, Spanish)  

  until all are speaking at once 

Janet – add images? 

Reading for voices “Blown by Spirit”  (act out?) 

IN GROUPS:   Share a time when you were given a voice when you didn’t expect  

    to have a voice 

       Or:  Share a time when you heard the good news in a way that spoke authentically 

    to your heart, who, what and where you were. 

Prayers of the People 

1. Raise joy of diversity, speaking/praying LOUDLY  and together  

   (practice originated in India, widely used in Korean churches) 

2. Raise concerns – ask for specific concerns – silent or not 

3. Lord’s Prayer, prayed in language of the heart. 

Response: 

Choose how to respond to God; 

write down and bring sheets to bowl on center table as offering 

Communion 

Explain process. 

Sing “Welcome Table” as two people “dance in” two of the loaves and chalices to table 

Melva pray 

“Words” of institution:  

  Four people come:  2 lift up bread, break it, turn in circle to offer 

     2 lift up chalice, turn in circle to offer 

1 person comes from each table to get bread & chalice, then serve each other 

Sending: Sing “You Will Go Out with Joy” 

*Note: this was the plan; some modifications were made 
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Materials from the 2009 Big Tent Multicultural Worship Pre-Conference 

 

Worship – Welcoming and Hospitality ........................... 2-3 

Worship – Stranger and Alien ........................................ 4 

Multicultural Community .............................................. 5 

Group Definitions of “Multicultural” and “Worship” ........ 6 

Hospitable Worship ...................................................... 7 

Our Welcome / God’s Welcome..................................... 8-9 

Our Resources and Goals ............................................. 10 

Group Goals for the Worship ........................................ 11 

Unpacking Wednesday experience ................................ 12 

Group Feedback ........................................................... 12 

More Resources 

Images ............................................................... 13 

Multicultural websites ......................................... 13 

Other Resources ................................................. 14 

Opportunities to learn ........................................ 14 

Words to “Folk Song Psalms” ........................................ 15 

 

Notes: 

There’s a lot of good material here!  You may find that it fills in some of the blanks 

that the workshop was unable to more formally cover – and it all comes from the 

resources you had among you! 

Worksheets were copied as accurately as possible, including emphasis and symbols, 

even where I was unsure of the meaning.   

In some cases comments were divided into categories in an attempt to make the notes 

more easily usable.   

When possible I horizontally aligned similar responses made by multiple groups. 
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Worship – Welcoming and Hospitality 

 

Topic Group 1 (blue) Group 2 (purple) Group 3 (red-orange) Group 4 (green) Group 5 (orange) 

Name and discuss 

Bible 

stories/scriptures 

that help you think 

about welcoming 

and hospitality, 

especially to the 

stranger and alien 

Ruth & Naomi 

Rahab 

Jesus & the woman at 

the well 

Mary & Martha 

Eli & Naaman 

(commander with 

leprosy) 

Love thy neighbor 

…In Christ there is 

neither…Greek or Jew… 

Peter (dream) 

welcoming Cornelius 

(Gentiles) 

Hospitality passages 

(without grumbling) 

Revelation 2: all 

peoples of earth come 

together with no 

distinction of culture, 

etc. – God’s intention 

for all of us 

Ruth & Naomi 

Paul & the prophesying 

slave (negative 

example) 

Emmaus – inviting 

ignorant stranger  

reveal self as Christ 

Gal. 3:28: major social 

divisions erased 

(slave/free, Jew/gentile, 

male/female) 

Pentecost: languages 

Acts church: shared all 

in common 

Multiple OT texts on 

hospitality 

Jubilee: Lev. 25 

God: “at one time you 

were foreigners” 

Deut: wandering 

Aramean – ancestral ID 

as foreigner/slave 

Road to Emmaus 

Samaritan at the well 

Ruth 

Sodom & Gomorah 

3 strangers under tree 

at Mamre with Abraham 

& Sarah 

Prodigal 

Zacchaeus – tree and 

dinner 

Most prophets 

Hagar 

“Doubting Thomas” 

invited to touch Jesus 

“Welcome one another 

as Christ has welcomed 

you” – Rom. 15:7 

“Do not repress the 

alien” – Lev. 19:34 

“…extend hospitality to 

strangers” – Rom. 

12:13 

Saul is given hospitality 

by a believer in 

obedience to Spirit – 

Acts 

 

Remember that you 

were strangers 

yourselves (OT) 

A wandering Aramean 

Zacchaeus story 

Abraham & Sarah 

welcoming the stranger 

(Genesis 18) 

Jesus himself was a 

stranger and guest 

The Good Samaritan 

God’s care for the weak 

(the aliens, orphans, 

widows) 

Jesus feeding the 

hungry 

Rahab welcoming the 

spies 
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Topic Group 1 (blue) Group 2 (purple) Group 3 (red-orange) Group 4 (green) Group 5 (orange) 

Parts of worship 

that show or deal 

with welcome and 

hospitality 

 

Passing the peace 

Invitation to the Lord’s 

Supper 

 

 

Announcements 

Taizé (worship 

tradition) music 

Foot washing 

Passing the peace 

Communion 

 

Joys and Concerns 

 

Welcome 

Introducing 

friends/guests 

Helping new people 

know what to do 

(Lord’s Prayer, how to 

take communion, etc.) 

Hold hands at end 

Simultaneous 

translation / amplified 

sound 

Music in multiple 

languages  

Pancake brunch 2
nd

 

Sunday/month 

Passing peace 

Communion done well 

 

Sharing joys and 

concerns before prayer 

Praise songs as prelude 

Ministry to “Hagar’s 

hose” – invitation 

Music during 

communion – “Welcome 

Table” 

“I Need You” – 

welcoming  

Baptism in “Oh Lord, 

Hold Our Hands” by 

Strupe & Leach 

  

Passing of peace 

 

Passing the peace 

Communion and 

baptism 

Prayer of the people 

Jesus loves little 

children (children’s 

time) 

Specific songs that 

show or deal with 

welcome and 

hospitality 

 

“Come, Now Is the Time 

to Worship” 

“We Are One in the 

Spirit” 

“There Is No East or 

West” 

 

 

 

“How Great Thou Art” 

 

 

 

“I Need You” – 

welcoming  

Song “Zacchaeus” 

“Welcome Table”– 

music during 

communion 

Baptism in “Oh Lord, 

Hold Our Hands” by 

Strupe & Leach 

 

 

“Blest Be the Tie that 

Binds” 

“Welcome into this 

Place” 

“Dame la Mano” 

“Welcome to My 

Father’s House” 

“Walk with Me” 

“Come, Just As You Are 

to Worship” 

“When a Poor One” 

(blue hymnal) 

 “Come, All You People” 

(“Uyai Mose”) 

“Come Thou Fount” 

(blue hymnal) 
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Worship – Stranger and Alien 

Topic Group 1 (blue) Group 2 (purple) Group 3 (red-orange) Group 4 (green) Group 5 (orange) 

Parts of worship 

that deal with 

issues of stranger 

and alien 

Hebrews – “you are no 

longer strangers” 

Welcome time – visitors 

identify themselves 

Greeters – nametags 

and sign-in at door 

Pentecost – multiple 

languages 

Kenyan visitors/mission 

trip 

Catholic in communion 

Different worship 

traditions 

Lord’s prayer in 

multiple languages 

Page numbers in Bible 

Passing peace – 

reaching out to guests, 

esp. 

Greetings and 

announcements to 

welcome guests 

  

Parts of worship 

that confront 

issues of stranger 

and alien 

Sermon 

Reconciliation practices 

 

Experience singing 

liturgy in unknown 

language –  

knowing 

not-knowing   meaning 

Confession 

 

Confession 

Prayers 

Sermon – pulpit 

exchanges – preachers 

of different cultures 

 

 Invitation to the Lord’s 

Table 

Prayer of Confession 

Scripture reading 

Bulletin 

                Bilingual 

Hymns 

Casual greetings in 

different languages 

Use of different bread  

Songs that 

confront or deal 

with issues of 

stranger and alien 

“I have heard your 

wandering cry” – hymn 

 “We Are Partners” (Jane 

Parker Huber) 

“Bring Many Names” 

(Brian Wren) 

“Reach Out and Touch” 

“I Need You” 
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Multicultural Community 

 

Topic Group 1 (blue) Group 2 (purple) Group 3 (red-orange) Group 4 (green) Group 5 (orange) 

Name Bible 

stories/scriptures 

that help you 

think about 

multicultural 

community 

Tower of Babel / 

Pentecost 

 

 

 

Joseph in Pharaoh’s 

household (bi-cultural) 

Churches established 

by Paul in Asia Minor 

(ethnic as well as class, 

generational, women, 

house churches) 

Good Samaritan parable 

Revelation worshipping 

with animals, Creation 

in Genesis 

Mandate for Israelites 

not to intermarry?   

Anti-multicultural? 

 

 

Acts 10 – Cornelius & 

Peter 

 

Ethiopian eunuch 

 

 

 

 

Paul calling Gentiles – 

no divisions (Gal. 3:28) 

Paul & “unknown God” 

Philemon – treat 

Deacons – Greek 

widows 

Prophets – social justice 

– divisions in 

commnity; Amos 

showing compassion 

Elijah & Naaman 

Going to Samaria 

before ends of earth 

(reconciliation with 

Samaritans) 

Make disciples of all 

nations 

David dancing naked to 

tabernacle – risking 

offending “proper 

people” 

Lydia – Jesus calling 

“others” into leadership 

Acts 2:1-11 

Tower of Babel 

Philip & the Ethiopian 

eunuch 

Ruth & Naomi 

Peter & dream 

Woman at well 

Paul & gentiles 

Baptism of jailer 

Tamar 

Rahab 

Hagar & Ishmael 

Crumbs to dogs 

(woman & Jesus) 

Creation stories 

David & surrounding 

tribes/kings 

Joseph in Egypt 

All the wars (e.g. 

Jericho) 

Esther 

Moses in Egypt 

Solomon & 

wives/concubines 

Jezebel 

Sodom & Gomorah 

David & Bathsheba 

(cultures of authority & 

of those who have no 

power) 

Good Samaritan 

Pentecost – Acts 2 

 

 

Ethiopian/Philip –  

Acts 10 

Ruth & Naomi 

 

 

 

Jailer’s 

household/baptism 

Paul’s Bible study – 

intergenerational 

Good Samaritan 

Glassy sea – Revelation 

 

Tower of Babel & 

Pentecost 

 

Ethiopian eunuch 

 

Ruth & Naomi  

(living together) 

Peter’s dream –  

clean / unclean 

Jesus with a woman at 

the well 

Moses & basket 

(adoption) – Egyptian + 

Hebrew 

Jerusalem Council  

(Acts 15) 

The list of Jesus’ 

disciples 

The list of names in 

Paul’s letters 

The names of women in 

the genealogy of Jesus 

Jeremiah’s instructions 

on living in Babylon 

The inclusive 

community of faith in 

Revelation 

Isaiah’s vision of the 

peaceful Kingdom 
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Group definitions  

“Multicultural” “Worship” 

Know (don’t assume) what/who is in our midst (hillbilly / gay / educated 

/ poor, etc.) 

Community readily makes room for NEW 

Forbes: give 10% of worship (so that it’s uncomfortable for you but not 

for others) 

Always be challenged to continue to include 

If everyone at table in the room looks/acts/is like you, you’re not 

multicultural 

Staying in community with other 

Less at ease in mono-cultural experiences/situations 

Any experience of the OTHER 

Celebration of our differences 

Movie: Lilo and Stitch (“ohana” – no one is left behind or forgotten) 

Theological / God talk is shared 

Extends beyond humanity to include all creation 

Symphony of various sounds / instruments / voices 

Comes to terms with differences within self -  

      “I am multicultural” 

 

Praise 

Prayer 

Music 

Community 

Being family of God 

Acknowledging God’s presence 

Proclamation 

Joyfulness 

Holiness of God 

My sinfulness 

Experiencing God 

Silence 

Empowerment & healing for service 

Reflection  

Responding to God 

ALL: totality of who/what we are before God and in community 

All of Oneness & difference 
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Hospitable worship 

 

Topic Group 1 (blue) Group 2 (purple) Group 3 (red-orange) Group 4 (green) Group 5 (orange) 

What do we have 

in power to do to 

make worship 

into a welcoming, 

hospitable event? 

Space (seating, lights, 

etc.) 

Variety of music, 

multigenerational 

Variety of worship 

leadership 

Making worship 

personal – knowing 

names, stories 

Making it clear why 

we’re doing what we’re 

doing – being 

intentional 

Inclusive of different 

worship styles, crossing 

cultures 

Using different images/ 

languages/actions in 

worship and to 

proclaim Word 

Time for sharing 

Multiple intelligences – 

audible, visual, sensual, 

kinesthetic 

How to bring ordinary 

people into mainline 

churches 

Adapt music to 

penetrate souls of new 

folk – short, simple 

Language multiracial/ 

inclsive, watch church 

terms 

– Use analogies that are 

more authentic to win 

their attention (climate, 

color, etc.) 

– Shedding colonial 

language 

– cf W-1.2006(b) 

Be aware of body 

language, written 

language, image in 

community 

– Use of readings – not 

always easy 

Experiential Worship – 

worship with heart, 

mind, soul, strength  

physical ways to 

welcome people 

Condense/accommodate 

for bilingual services – 

make sure blletins, 

resources in different 

languages 

Welcome the stranger 

Pass the peace (being 

aware that some are 

not comfortable) 

Respect boundaries 

(hugging, pass peace, 

different comfort 

levels) 

Music  

– have some that is 

comfortable and some 

that is familiar 

– singable 

Be human; laugh at self 

Laughter / tears/ 

show range of emotion 

Silence 

Create welcoming 

space (color, banners, 

scarves, etc.) 

Being recognized by 

name 

Provide language 

translation 

Inclusion/visibility 

(“others”) in Worship 

 – music 

– variety of cultural 

styles 

 

Return to core value of 

identity as being one in  

Christ  

Return to allegiance to 

Christ 

Let go, let others… 

Pastor/Worship leader 

sets the welcoming 

tone of the worship 

Greeters welcome 

people 

Bulletin helps people 

follow the worship 

Open the hymnal to 

lead the Apostles’ 

Creed 

Pray the Lord’s prayer 

in your own languages 

Make sure that people 

from different 

backgrounds lead the 

worship 

Bridge and blend 

different styles of 

worship 

Doxology – different 

versions need to be 

used 

Sharing joys and 

concerns 

Passing the peace, 

being aware of the 

presence of strangers 
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Our Welcome / God’s Welcome 

What are the differences (theologically & practically) between our welcome and God’s welcome? 

How can we allow God to show hospitality and to welcome people/guests into worship? 

 Our Welcome God’s Welcome Showing God’s Welcome 

Group 1 

(blue) 

People are strangers; we need 

to get to know them 

We need to feel discomfort to 

grow 

Are we welcoming types? 

Do we expect the prodigal, 

visitor, stranger? 

Familiarity 

Care for us in all parts of 

journey 

God accepts all forms of 

worship 

God is prepared 

Celebratory (prodigal son) 

Providing for needs physically 

Group 2 

(purple) 

We try to figure them out 

We put on preconditions 

We are intentional/have to 

work at it 

See ourselves as members of a 

club – can be resistant to 

outsiders 

Pastors not aware of what 

happens in whole congregation 

People welcome but don’t 

invite – don’t want to be like 

– Jesus accused of going out to 

be with tax coll., prostitutes 

God has no strangers 

God’s unconditional love 

Nature of God to be hospitable 

 

God totally unconditional in 

welcome 

People sometimes seek power 

& control in church – wrong 

kind of ownership 

– we need to see selves as 

channel for God – not up to us 

– seek God’s guidance, get out 

of God’s way 

Is worship about what you get 

out of it, or worship of God, 

how did it help others? 

Food – invite others to 

contribute, give input on food 

choice 

Don’t allow God into worship  

– when we try to please selves, 

our “insiders” 

– when we look to past as not 

making new folks insiders, too 

God invites us to be on team, 

allow God to work through us 

 train people to exercise gift 

of mission/imitation 

Ask ushers/greeters to 

introduce newcomers to sit 

with others to help them 

through worship – be “cultural 

informants” 

Group 3 

(red-

orange) 

Conditional 

Touched by  

– fear of unknown 

– fear of change 

Our limited time  

Welcoming assumptions 

(thinking we already know who 

stranger is) 

Church on learning curve (long) 

Unconditional 

God knows us all 

 

 

God has all the time in eternity 

People can already talk with 

God 

How can we get out of God’s 

way? 

Not sure God wants us to get 

out of the way – God may be 

using us 

When we talk together about 

welcoming worship we grow as 

a community 

God wants us to be sure that 

we are not being in the way to 

get our way but for God’s way 

Faith sharing / testimony  

instead of sermon 
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 Our Welcome God’s Welcome Showing God’s Welcome 

Group 4 

(green) 

   

Group 5 

(orange) 

We don’t see each other 

through God’s eyes 

We want to stay in comfort 

zone 

We do not get along with 

people 

We are sinful, self-centered 

We try to hold on to what we 

feel good 

 

 

No matter what, God loves 

 

God does not stay in comfort 

zone 

God welcomes again, again, & 

again 

 

Embrace truly God’s welcoming 

love 

Let go of control 

Constantly remind us of 

welcoming again & again 

Empower the powerless 

Let the Spirit move among us 

 

 



10 

Our Resources 

Topic Group 1 (blue) Group 2 (purple) Group 3 (red-orange) Group 4 (green) Group 5 (orange) 

What 

resources do 

we have? 

(includes 

ideas for 

worship) 

Fabric, music, 

dancing – to 

welcome, for 

passing of peace 

Songs, leadership 

(Karen), reading 

Variety of leaders 

Languages? Spanish, 

Korean Farsi 

– different 

responses / 

interpretation of 

Word 

Hymnal 

Lord’s prayer in 

various languages 

Music – poetic – dramatic 

resources; Janet – images 

for projectiion 

“Cool water” after hot day 

Confessional stance 

Culturally diverse 

communion elements 

Troop from Florida 

Presbytery will sing “Falling 

in Love with Jesus” 

Using testimony 

Utilizing sense of smell 

Our own faith in God 

All of us – different 

cultures, languages 

Testimony / faith 

sharing 

– Share(?): a 

transforming 

experience of 

multiculturalism (tent 

meeting) 

– Sit in small circles for: 

Communion –  

serve each other 

Faith sharing 

Songs –  

“I Need You to 

Survive;” 

“We’re Going to Feast 

at the Welcome Table” 

Warm up time to learn 

songs 

Invite some of other 

groups in leadership 

Multilingual call to 

worship: “Let 

everything that has 

breath praise the 

Lord” (Psalm 150:6) 

Circle for sharing 

Connecting cloth 

Processional 

Biblical storyteller in our 

midst (willing to share) 

Make use of different 

scarves – let as many as 

possible wear them 

Use languages in 

congregation  

– say phrase (verse – 

maybe benediction); 

invite congregation to 

stand & repeat in own 

language 

Pass the peace in 

different language 

“Simple Songs” we 

learned this morning 

We do have folks who can 

sing – Let’s do it! 

Screen/projector 

Take pictures of God’s 

children – we are all 

created by God – (Carolyn 

is doing that) 

What we want 

people to take 

away 

Good 

communication 

God centered, 

united through 

Christ 

Freedom to choose 

worship style 

Enjoy/inspire people to do 

something after worship 

Extend/move atmosphere 

from one worship space to 

another 

Magnaminous – generosity 

even when people don’t 

recognize it 

Invite others to come? 

How?  Procession? 

 

  

Who do we 

want to feel 

welcomed? 

Conference 

members – their 

various cultures 

Spouses & families 

 Who do we want to feel 

a little uncomfortable? 

  

Questions Offering? What’s the scripture/theme?    
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Group goals for worship 

Who do we want to include? What do we want to model? 

Anyone 

Believers and non-believers 

The “other” = ones alienated 

The “OTHER” = the Holy One 

 

 

 

AWESOME 

Plan it and they will worship 

Intentional  

Inclusive 

Intentionally inclusive 

“Uncomfortable” 

Whites have had planning/leading role.  We need to back off and show 

our willingness to be uncomfortable (10% or more) to include others 

Leadership should reflect diversity within body 

Authentic 

Everyone should expect to feel “pushed” –  

      theological discomfort: Isaiah 6, worthless before God 

Being in presence of God should mess with mind/heart 

Don’t rely on English – use as little as possible 

 

 

Ideas for how we could do it 

Flute (as used in Denver GA – holy sound / playing at start of worship / was authentic: Native American playing Native American flute & music) 

Richness of faith/sharing 

Testimony – ask questions 

Worship in circles – for all parts 

Not everyone knows, therefore teaching time to WARM UP 

All created in God’s image & are reflection of God’s image,  

so use photos to extend worship beyond those present 

Fabric strips distributed - pass out and tie together 

Procession – come in singing 

Song – If heart like mine / give hand (Dame la mano) 

Line from Psalm 150:6: “Let everything that has breath praise the Lord” –in own language; also as benediction 

“Falling in Love with Jesus” (group from Florida – represents including unexpected, others outside our group) 

Confession of how others are excluded 
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Unpacking our experience of Wednesday evening’s worship service 

Feelings / Lessons learned 

Allow sub/cultures to survive in spite of church’s “J” 

Can help whole church see/be itself without being mad at itself 

Open to what was not planned 

Remembering our own worship experience 

Trusting Holy Spirit (not 1 person) to bring all individual parts of the worship service together 

Spontaneous Pentecost dance to Pass the Peace 

When meet difference: become who you are 

Story around Table – to hear each other’s voice, each other’s call 

Power Silences those without / How to hear 

How to deal with identity?  Comfort? 

CLAIM ourselves, not what others claim we are. 

 

 

Group Feedback on Multicultural Worship Pre-conference  

Constructive praise Constructive criticism 

Story of hospitality – Welcome/not welcome – “EMBODIED” 

Opportunity to look at early church experience – issue of ordained 

leader 

Holy Spirit in charge 

Comfortable with each other to speak; 

Build community first 

Trust those in congregation 

Apprehension  Flow: organic worship 

Liberating: “What’s the worst that could happen?” 

Start from Book of Order: Include prof. of worship 

 

Stressed to plan 

No time in plan for talk about theological differences (including theology 

of worship) 

Problems for “J”s in a “P” experience (Myers-Briggs) 
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More resources: 

Images 

Some of Janet’s power point slides were from CHURCH PowerPoint 

(http://www.churchpowerpoint.com/) , which has some nice images for free, and more that can be 

purchased for only $19.95/year (“Gallery” and “Gallery 2”) 

You can do a scripture search for free images at Heartlight’s Heart Gallery 

(http://www.heartlight.org/cgi/heartgallery.cgi).  Most of their scripture captions are from the NIV. If 

you go to http://www.heartlight.org/powerpoint/, you can check out the other free resources they 

offer. 

Midnight Oil (http://www.midnightoilproductions.com/) offers freebies (some images, some videos) 

every month to anyone who’s signed up (no charge for that), and Igniter Media 

(http://www.ignitermedia.com/home) often has a free download available.  After the free period, 

they charge for the resource, so you just need to get into the habit of checking.  

Church Media (http://www.churchmedia.net/home/) is designed to be a community/sharing 

resources & ideas group.  The community forums are sometimes helpful.  Their media exchange 

center is a good idea, but it’s not free (currently $39.95).   

You can also simply go to Google, click on Images, and then search for just about anything.  The 

only problem is that the copyright issues are less clear.  Occasionally an image you find will not be 

available for download, but others that you can may still be copyrighted.  If you find images this 

way, just be sure to click on the image, which will then give you an opportunity to See full size 

image.  When you click on that, you’ll usually get an image with enough definition to use.   

 

Multicultural websites 

The home page of Eric Law’s Kaleidoscope Institute “for competent leadership in a diverse, changing 

world” can be found either at www.ladiocese.org/ki   or http://216.104.171.229/ki/index.html.  

Check out all the stuff listed on the site bar!  You can also see the video we watched and others we 

have made (see “Kaleidoscope videos”) 

In addition to our own http://www.pcusa.org/multicultural/ and 

http://www.presbyterianmulticulturalchurch.net/ , a Google search of multicultural church 

resources and intercultural church resources turned up some potential sites  

(I’m just listing a few, not endorsing) 

http://www.calvin.edu/worship/stories/marti.php (from Calvin Institute of Christian Worship, 

a Reformed perspective) 

http://www.ucc.org/justice/advocacy_resources/pdfs/multiracial-multicultural/multiracial-

multicultural-chur.html (UCC) 

http://www.united-church.ca/intercultural/becoming (United Church of Canada) 

http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Ministry/Multicultural-Ministries.aspx and 

http://archive.elca.org/multicultural/ (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) 

http://www.ucc.org/justice/multiracial-multicultural/being-a-mm-church.html and 

http://www.ucc.org/men/multiracial-and-multicultural.html (UCC) 

http://multiculturalchurch.net/ (predominantly Southern Baptist, but desires to dialogue with 

other denominations) 

http://disciplethenations.org/rield/index77.html (a clearinghouse site with lots of subjects 

listed) 

A Google search on “multicultural resources” and found 

http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~jar/Multi.html, another clearinghouse type site.  Doesn’t list anything 

church-related, but a lot of other interesting stuff.  

http://www.churchpowerpoint.com/
http://www.heartlight.org/cgi/heartgallery.cgi
http://www.heartlight.org/powerpoint/
http://www.midnightoilproductions.com/
http://www.ignitermedia.com/home
http://www.churchmedia.net/home/
http://www.ladiocese.org/ki
http://216.104.171.229/ki/index.html
http://www.pcusa.org/multicultural/
http://www.presbyterianmulticulturalchurch.net/
http://www.calvin.edu/worship/stories/marti.php
http://www.ucc.org/justice/advocacy_resources/pdfs/multiracial-multicultural/multiracial-multicultural-chur.html
http://www.ucc.org/justice/advocacy_resources/pdfs/multiracial-multicultural/multiracial-multicultural-chur.html
http://www.united-church.ca/intercultural/becoming
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Ministry/Multicultural-Ministries.aspx
http://archive.elca.org/multicultural/
http://www.ucc.org/justice/multiracial-multicultural/being-a-mm-church.html
http://www.ucc.org/men/multiracial-and-multicultural.html
http://multiculturalchurch.net/
http://disciplethenations.org/rield/index77.html
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~jar/Multi.html
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Other Resources 

http://www.unitedchurch.ca/files/sales/ucrd/brochure_intercultural.pdf is a United Church of 

Canada intercultural bibliography. 

If you can register at 

http://www.emergingspirit.ca/es_tools_becoming_an_intercultural_church_1_3_hymns , it 

looks like you could find some multicultural hymns from the United Church of Canada. 

http://www.globalministries.org/resources/worship-resources/global-hymn-resource.pdf lists 

the multicultural hymns in the UCC New Century hymnal. 

http://www.nationalministries.org/intercultural/docs/ICM_Many_Voices_One_200809_Resour

ces.pdf is a Methodist bibliography 

The MDB group (http://www.mdbgroupinc.com/idi_background.htm) has an assessment tool 

designed to measure how a person or group of people tend to think and feel about cultural 

differences. 

http://www.ucc.org/justice/racism/pdfs/5-building-a-bridge-toward-a-21st-century-multi.pdf 

is a glossary of multicultural terminology 

http://www.ucc.org/children/multicultural-bibliography.html and 

http://74.125.95.132/custom?q=cache:3VIasc1I5_QJ:www.ucc.org/justice/multiracial-

multicultural/further-multicultural-and-multiracial-

reading.doc+multicultural&cd=10&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us&client=google-coop are UCC 

multicultural bibliographies 

 

Opportunities to learn from (other people’s) experience: 

Middle Church (RCA church in NYC) (http://www.middlechurch.org/) is an example of a 

vibrant multicultural congregation.  It has hosted multicultural conferences each year.  This 

year’s was titled “Worship on the Edge” (see http://www.middlechurch.org/#main)  It looks 

like next year’s is The Leading Edge: A National Conference on Leadership in 

Multicultural Congregations, April 24-27, 2010.  Find out more by emailing 

kfarrell@middlechurch.org.   

At http://www.presbyphl.org/pages.asp?pageid=38063 you’ll find Philadelphia Presbytery’s 

Guidelines for Receiving Immigrant Faith Communities among their other Presbytery 

guidelines.  I had to go way down the page on their site map to find a link for all their other 

Immigrant Dialogue Information (http://www.presbyphl.org/pages.asp?pageid=77255).  On 

that page, under “Nuts and Bolts of Sharing Space,” you’ll find their very thorough and well-

thought out Lease Template (great for everything from nesting congregations to day care 

centers).  In the “Notes from the Nuts and Bolts Presentation” you’ll find the outline of the 

idea of having a covenant as well as a lease, including why and what might be included.  If 

you’re in the Northeast, keep an eye out for the next I-95 Immigrant Corridor Dialogue.  

Last year’s was an event worth attending. 

 

More resources and information are listed at the end of the “MC Worship Pre-conference 

Outline” document (with some duplication)  

http://www.unitedchurch.ca/files/sales/ucrd/brochure_intercultural.pdf
http://www.emergingspirit.ca/es_tools_becoming_an_intercultural_church_1_3_hymns
http://www.globalministries.org/resources/worship-resources/global-hymn-resource.pdf
http://www.nationalministries.org/intercultural/docs/ICM_Many_Voices_One_200809_Resources.pdf
http://www.nationalministries.org/intercultural/docs/ICM_Many_Voices_One_200809_Resources.pdf
http://www.mdbgroupinc.com/idi_background.htm
http://www.ucc.org/justice/racism/pdfs/5-building-a-bridge-toward-a-21st-century-multi.pdf
http://www.ucc.org/children/multicultural-bibliography.html
http://74.125.95.132/custom?q=cache:3VIasc1I5_QJ:www.ucc.org/justice/multiracial-multicultural/further-multicultural-and-multiracial-reading.doc+multicultural&cd=10&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us&client=google-coop
http://74.125.95.132/custom?q=cache:3VIasc1I5_QJ:www.ucc.org/justice/multiracial-multicultural/further-multicultural-and-multiracial-reading.doc+multicultural&cd=10&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us&client=google-coop
http://74.125.95.132/custom?q=cache:3VIasc1I5_QJ:www.ucc.org/justice/multiracial-multicultural/further-multicultural-and-multiracial-reading.doc+multicultural&cd=10&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us&client=google-coop
http://www.middlechurch.org/
http://www.middlechurch.org/#main
mailto:kfarrell@middlechurch.org
http://www.presbyphl.org/pages.asp?pageid=38063
http://www.presbyphl.org/pages.asp?pageid=77255


15 

“Folk Song Psalms” 

 

(Tune: She’ll Be Comin’ Round the Mountain) 

Praise the Lord in the sanctuary, Allelu! Praise the Lord in the sanctuary, Allelu! 

Praise the Lord in the sanctuary, Praise the Lord in the sanctuary, 

Praise the Lord in the sanctuary, Allelu! 

 

(Tune: Swing Low, Sweet Chariot) 

Praise God with the sound of trumpets! 

Praise God with the pipe and strings! 

Praise God with the clanging cymbal! 

Praise God as you dance and sing! 

 

(Tune: When the Saints Go Marching In) 

Let everything… 

That has a breath… 

Sing alleluia to our God! 

Let every voice in all creation… 

Praise the everlasting Word!  

 

(Tune: Goodnight, Ladies) 

Al-le-lu-ia! 

Al-le-lu-ia! 

Al-le-lu-ia! 

Amen! Amen! Amen! 

 

 

 


