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H20: Deepening Our Faith,  

Widening Our Culture 
 

Worship Stream: 11
th

 National  

Multicultural Church Conference 2010 

 

Share the experience! 

Recreate the Worship Stream in your own context 

 

Notes to Facilitators 

 

Like the Worship Stream at the 2010 Multicultural Conference, this workshop is divided into 

four main sections, plus shorter opening and closing parts. Depending on how much time you 

want to devote to discussion, it probably could be done in a day-long workshop. It could also be 

done as study done in two afternoons or four evenings. How long it will take will depend on the 

discussion time allowed. At the conference, we spent about two hours on each of these four 

segments. The last part was a little longer – two and a half hours, split into two 1 ¼ hour time 

periods. Deciding where to spend the time and planning a time-table in advance is essential! 

The trick is to stick to that plan as much as possible while still allowing room for the Spirit to 

blow the group in surprising directions. 

 

This outline differs some in style from the conference Worship Stream, relying less on the 

leaders and depending more on group discussion to flesh out the topics. Key “starting points” 

are provided, taken from the material presented by the leaders at the conference. Those points 

introduce the concepts that underlie the activities and discussions that follow. Facilitators who 

are willing and able to expand upon them are welcome to do so, but they can also use them as 

written. The same is true of the “biblical contexts” and any introductory or explanatory words. 

 

Conocimientos comes from a word for “knowing.” In this study, it is used whenever a small 

group shares from their life experience in a way that will enable them to know one another 

better. 

 

The activities specifically designed for small groups of 3-4 are so marked. The message that the 

community of faith is boundary-less is emphasized if, for each of those discussions, people 

gather with different individuals (as much as possible). The other discussion questions could be 

done in small groups or could involve the whole group, depending on time available, effect 

desired, and the size of the group. 

 

Make sure to have Bibles handy. The facilitator(s) could read the passages OR during the 

welcome (s)he could ask if there are people who would be willing to read passages. Volunteers 

could be handed pre-marked Bibles and invited to read at the appropriate time. 

 

The facilitator could come prepared with suggestions to get the mutual invitation ball rolling. 

The first person could be the one who came the farthest, the one who is closest to their 

birthday, the tallest, the shortest, etc. 

 

You have permission to copy and use this material.  

 

Preparing the Space 

 

If possible, add color, warmth and life to the space being used with things that represent or 

suggest other cultures and peoples: hangings, table coverings display items, photos or banners, 

or even a looping PowerPoint. 
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For the rituals that close the two baptismal segments, there should be a number of bowls of 

water (ideally of a variety of shapes, sizes and styles) scattered around the room. 

 

For the rituals that close the two communion segments, there should be a table spread with a 

variety of foods and drinks, along with communion chalices and plates (ideally in varying shapes 

and styles representing or suggesting various different cultural traditions). 
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1A: Opening activity 

 

Get to know each other 

Share with one another your name, where you’re from, the church you’re from, why you’re here, 

and what you hope will come from attending. 

 

Host team/facilitator(s) introduce themselves and share why they wanted to host this 

event. 

 

Provide overview 

The God who calls us together gives us visible signs of divine grace that bind us together as the 

people of God. Today we will use the sacraments of baptism and communion to explore: 

 

* God’s call to individuals and the community 

 

* The global dimensions of baptism 

 

* The call to the Table, where God calls us together, despite our differences 

 

* The global dimensions of communion 

 

Explain “Mutual invitation” 

Mutual invitation is a process for group discussion we’ll be using whenever we break into small 

groups. In mutual invitation, one person speaks fairly briefly without others commenting or 

interrupting. When they’re done, they invite another member of the group to do the same. 

Whether that person “passes” or chooses to speak, they will in turn invite a different person to 

share their thoughts. The process continues until everyone has had an opportunity to speak. At 

that point, any person who passed may be offered another invitation (and may pass again if they 

choose). The process is designed to encourage active, respectful listening and to give each 

participant an equal voice. 
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1B: Baptism – God’s personal & collective call 

 

Establish the biblical context 

The Bible is full of wonderful stories of “call.” Frequently God’s choice of who to call is a surprise 

– sometimes to the person who was called, often to the people who were expected to accept 

God’s decision, and even to us, as we watch the biblical story unfold. 

 

* Moses (Exodus 2 & 3) was raised away from his people; he was also a murderer who ran away 

into exile and was living as a shepherd when called to confront Pharaoh and free God’s people. 

 

* Ruth (Ruth) was a foreigner, a widow left with nothing after her husband’s death; after she 

found a home, a faith, and a new husband, she became a mother, and then a grandmother (of a 

boy named David). 

 

* David (1 Samuel 16) was not as “kingly” as some of his brothers; he was a youngest son; in his 

early years he was known as a shepherd and musician, not as a leader. 

 

* The Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:26-39 was a foreigner and a eunuch; he was chosen by the 

Spirit, not by Philip, and baptized on the spot with minimal instruction. 

 

* Saul (Acts 9) approved of the stoning of Stephen; he was a Pharisee who had arrested male & 

female followers of “the Way” and was on his way to do more of the same when he was knocked 

off his horse, called by Christ, and transformed into Paul. 

 

* Cornelius (Acts 10) was a gentile and a military officer of the occupying Roman troops. 

 

* Lydia (Acts 16:14-15) was a woman(!), a merchant and a Greek (or at least from a Greek city). 

 

"Starting point" 

Baptism reflects God’s personal call. Each person is individually chosen and called by God. This is as 
true today as it was when God called Isaac and Rebecca; Ruth, David; Cornelius, the Ethiopian 
eunuch, or Lydia. 
 

Small group (using mutual invitation) 

Conocimientos: share your name, a story of your name, and a story related to your baptism. 

 

"Starting point" 

Clearly God’s choices are God’s own. God doesn’t seem to care about race, gender, culture, 
ethnicity, or a lot of other characteristics we somehow “expect” to see in a Christian. 
 

Group discussion 

Are you ever surprised by the people God chooses? By the people who show up at church? Have 

you ever been surprised to learn that someone is Christian, when for some reason you never 

would have guessed that of them? 

 

"Starting point" 

Called individually: We are called individually and personally by God and invited to have an intimate 
relationship with our Lord. Yet it’s also true that from biblical times to today, the calls to an individual 
are embedded in community. It’s in the community that the individual call makes sense and finds 
purpose and meaning. God created us to live in community, and so clearly assumes we will live 
according to this divine expectation that it carries the force of command, and, with it, a demand for 
mutual responsibility. 
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Called into a community: In the Reformed tradition, individuals are baptized into the community, to 
share in its worship and work, its mission and ministry, and even to help shape the community’s 
vision of those tasks – its collective call. The community, in turn, nurtures individuals and helps them 
to find purpose and to recognize their individual call. 
 

Put it together: To put it another way: I can only be meaningful to the community if I know that God 
has called me. Our fullness in life in Jesus is only meaningful if it’s lived among other people, among 
one another in community. 
 

Group discussion 

How does the story of your baptism affect the way you live in community? 

How does the community help you remember your baptism? 

 

Ritual: Remembering our baptism 

Invite participants to gather in small groups (5-6 people) around the bowls. One person will 

invite another in the group to come stand with them by the bowl. The first person will take the 

hands of the second and say to them, “You are a precious child of God.” Then, freeing their right 

hand, the first person will dip their hand in the water, and make a sign of the cross on the 

forehead of the other with the water, saying “Remember your baptism, and be thankful. You are 

blessed.” Then the first person will return to the circle while the second invites someone else to 

stand with them. The process repeats until everyone in the group has had an opportunity to be 

blessed in the remembering of their baptism. 
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Global Baptism 

 

Opening  

Draw a “word picture” of the Jordan River – children coming for water, women washing 

clothes, shepherds leading their flocks to drink, and (in the midst of all that) a odd-looking 

man, with clothing of camel hair, held in place with a leather belt – John the Baptist, 

baptizing repentant sinners in the cold water of the river. (Matthew 3:1-6) 

 

"Starting point" 

Water is the stuff of our common life. It’s meant for everyone. Where there is water, there is a place of 
community, where relationships are formed and renewed. 
 

Baptism forms and renews our relationship with God and with God’s people throughout the world. It’s 
our document of global citizenship. 
 

Establish the biblical context 

We are so familiar with these scriptures that it’s easy to forget how radical they are in their 

inclusivity and their willingness to set aside positions of power for a greater purpose. 
 

* Matthew 28:18-20 (the Great Commission) 

 

* John 4:5-14 (Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the well) 

 

* John 13:12-15 (Jesus washes the disciples’ feet) 

 

* Philippians 2:5-7a (Jesus emptied himself to become human, and was obedient to God) 

 

"Starting point" 

Baptism has global dimensions and implications. 
 

God’s creation: Paul tells us that all creation groans in waiting for redemption (Rom. 8:19-23). When 
we become part of the redeemed community through baptism, we assume responsibility for all of 
God’s creation. 
 

Immigration: When we are baptized into the family of faith, we enter a community defined by God, 
whose eyes do not see national borders that divide and exclude, and whose heart does not tolerate 
our dividing walls. How can we turn away Christian brothers and sisters and claim that they may not 
share in our blessings because they don’t “belong” here? We all belong to the same family of God. If 
we were living or traveling abroad and got in trouble, would we not assume that we could get comfort 
and care from Christ’s Church wherever we were? 
 

Health: Jesus vividly showed the grace, love and compassion of our God as he offered health and 
wholeness to the sick and broken. He taught the meaning of “neighbor” in the story of a Samaritan 
reaching across cultures boundaries to help an injured Jew. Does that story have implications for 
today’s health care issues? Many who live with inadequate or no health care have been baptized into 
the same family to which we belong. If we avoid dealing with that problem, are we passing by our own 
brothers and sisters? 
 

Voices: We listen most easily to voices that are familiar to us, that are easy to understand, that share 
our perspectives and views. But in the baptized community, there are many voices that are unfamiliar, 
that may be difficult to understand, that often hold different perspectives and views. Because we all 
have been baptized into the same family, we have an obligation to respect each other, to listen to one 
another, and to “hear the voices of people long silenced” (Brief Statement of Faith). 
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Small group (using mutual invitation) 

Conocimientos: share your name, your grandparent’s birthplace, and a “voice” that has shaped 

you.  

 

Processing 

What are the global consequences for your baptism? 

 

Group discussion 

What are the global “demands” and responsibilities of our baptism? 

 

Ritual: Confession 

Gather once again around the water-filled bowls (this time, when possible, in the same small 

groups as gathered for the previous ritual of remembering our baptism). Take a time of silence 

to remember the brothers and sisters of faith that we forget, or ignore, or do not welcome, and 

to think about “voices long silenced.” Then, as the Spirit moves, confess to one another and to 

God the ways in which we haven’t found a place for those other people around our local 

baptismal fonts. 
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The Table – the place where God calls us together 

 

Establish the biblical context 

Again and again scripture attests to God’s desire for us to be one in Christ. These are just a few 

of the texts… 

 

* Acts 2 (Pentecost: the power and promise of the Spirit revealed to “Jews and proselytes” from 

all over the world as they gather in Jerusalem) 

 

* Ephesians 4:1-6 (One body, one Spirit; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God) 

 

* Luke 13:29-30 (people from east, west, north and south will eat together in God’s kingdom) 

 

Starting point - the Table in New Testament times… 

Diversity of practice: Gathering at the Lord’s Table looked very different in the first centuries of the 
church than it does today. Although the “breaking of the bread” was one of the central practices of the 
early Christian community, there wasn’t a set format or liturgy. The celebration often occurred at 
mealtime at the end of their day, and table talk about a life of faith could take the place held by our 
sermons. There was room for a great deal of diversity in Christian practices (such as whether or not 
to eat meat that had been sacrificed to idols), in the patterns of worship, and in the manner in which 
the Eucharist was celebrated. The flexible practices of New Testament times remind today’s diverse 
church that there’s no biblical or theological reason we can’t create space for different practices. 
 

Bountiful Spread: In those early days, the Eucharist was a feast, or at least only one portion of the 
meal shared together. It was certainly much more than tiny squares of bread and thimble-sized cups 
of juice! 1 Corinthians 11:20-22 describes a gathering more like a pot-luck supper than anything we’d 
recognize as a worship service. 
 

The Empty Chair: The early church transformed a Roman festival in which an empty chair was left at 
the family table for a deceased family head into a day to remember the primacy of St. Peter (as the 
head of the New Testament church) and (according to St. Ignatius’ 110 A.D. letter to the Romans) the 
primacy of love, so perfectly expressed in the Eucharist, where all are welcomed by the open arms of 
Christ and no one is a stranger. 
 

Small group (using mutual invitation) 

Conocimientos: your name, most memorable or unusual communion service 

 

Starting point: From then to now… 

Diversity then and now: One of the early understandings of the New Testament church was the 
realization that God intended it to be diverse in peoples and practices (see Acts 10 & 15). What do we 
understand church to be in these days, and what significance does our understanding have for the 
Lord’s Table? 
 

Called together: The Table is the place where God calls the people of God together, where our 
earthly life mirrors the heavenly vision of people who will “come from east and west, north and south, 
and will eat in the kingdom of God.” 
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The biblical challenge: The multicultural identity of the Church and the Table is presaged in Isaiah’s 
vision of “a house of prayer for all peoples” (Isa. 56:7b), affirmed in Jesus’ Great Commission (Matt. 
28:19 – “make disciples of all nations”), empowered dramatically by the Spirit on Pentecost (Acts 2), 
and divinely established in Peter’s door-opening vision (Acts 10). The theological declaration that “all 
are one in Christ” (Gal. 3:28) is a timeless truth that challenges the church today just as much as it 
did 2,000 years ago. 
 

Making room: The scriptures make it clear that God imagined a Table with plenty of space around it 
for difference and diversity. Since it’s Jesus’ Table (not one that belongs to any one of us), no one but 
he can say who does and doesn’t belong there; no one but he can limit the ways in which the feast 
which he has prepared can be celebrated. Clearly he has invited a world-wide diversity of people and 
language and traditions to the Table that bears his name. If we’re feeling crowded, we need to 
remember that this Table is larger than we can possibly imagine. As God designed it, it’s certainly 
large enough for us to move over some and make more room. But we might need the Spirit’s help in 
figuring out the best way to create whatever space is needed for our brothers and sisters and their 
ways of worship. 
 

The Church in the world: Those who sit at a specific table on a particular Sunday morning are a tiny 
part of the whole Body of Christ. Similarly, the Church is a small portion of the world around it. It’s 
important for us to remember that all the people who are not in the Church are still created in God’s 
image, they’re also part of a divine plan, and it is God’s hope that they, too, will come to the Table. It 
is possible to welcome them and invite them to the feast without disrespecting their beliefs. We need 
to learn how to do that with love and grace. 
 

A “larger” church: There’s a lot of talk these day about “growing the church.” As real as the need is to 
increase our membership, the need to enlarge our vision of the church is just as critical. Just think 
what could happen if every person who went to a multicultural event “took home” to their local church 
a vivid, imagination-catching vision of a larger church, one made up of the diverse community of 
believers, one that encompasses the whole globe. If that church then opened its eyes to see the 
world of people that go unnoticed in their own neighborhood, its people might recognize an 
opportunity to welcome the world into their midst. As they embrace the gifts all those different people 
have to offer, the church might notice others who had been left out and welcome them. All that 
welcoming might make the church larger in number, but more important would be the way it would 
become a larger church in diversity, in spirit, in love, in Christ. 
 

Small group processing (using mutual invitation) 

Has there been a time when you felt unwelcomed at the table? When and why? 

 

What foods could we allow at a Eucharistic table? 

 

Group Discussion: 

We know that Jesus picked up ordinary food that happened to be on the table before him and used it 
to represent his body and blood. We know that the bread Jesus used is quite different from the bread 
we commonly serve and acknowledge that the cup would most likely have been filled with wine. Even 
so, using ordinary table food that’s different from white bread and grape juice can be highly 
controversial, whether the food comes from other cultures, our own tables, or historical traditions. 
Why do you think we have such trouble with the idea of using different foods? 
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Ritual: At the Table 

Gather around a table spread with a variety of chalices and foods. In silence, look at the 

chalices, the food, one another, and the items displayed in the room (assuming you have 

gathered multicultural items to display). Consider the hands that shaped the chalices, the 

ones that prepared or packaged the food. Think of all the different places from which 

everything and everyone came. 

 

If continuing on to the next part, let this simply be a silent meditation, after which people 

should sit back down for Part 4. 

 

If Part 4 will be done on another night, then after a few minutes of this quiet meditation, 

share the food and drink with one another. As the group breaks bread with old friends and 

new, make sure they do it “in remembrance” of Christ. 
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4a: The Global Table 

 

Establish the biblical context: 

God calls us together for a purpose… 

 

* Acts 1:8 (you will receive power and be my witnesses…to the ends of the earth) 

 

* 2 Cor. 5:16-20 (everything is new in Christ; we are his ambassadors of reconciliation) 

 

* Romans 12:9-18 (extend hospitality to strangers; live peaceably with all) 

 

“Starting point” 

Communion also has global dimensions and implications 
 

God’s creation: The same Revelation that saw a great multitude of people from every nation, from all 
tribes and peoples and languages (Rev. 7:9) also includes the vision of a new heaven and a new 
earth (Rev. 21:1), fit for the worship of God and the Lamb. That is where people will gather “from east 
and west, from north and south” to eat in the kingdom of God. 
 

Immigration: Through Christ, God has welcomed all peoples to the Lord’s Table. We have no 
business ignoring or crowding out those who are different from us. Scripture makes it clear that i t is 
our responsibility to welcome them all in Jesus’ name. 
 

Health: For most of us, it doesn’t matter if the Table has only a bit of bread and a swallow of juice. We 
can eat a bigger meal at home. But what about the ones who don’t have a full meal waiting for them? 
When Paul learned that some of the Corinthians gathered for the Lord’s Supper were eating well 
while others were going hungry, he said they were showing contempt for the church of God and 
humiliating those who were hungry (1 Cor. 11:20-22). James pointed that it’s just not good enough to 
offer peace and blessings to brothers and sisters who are naked and lack daily food. He insists we 
must also meet their practical, bodily needs (James 2:14-17). People who come to the “feast of God 
for the people of God” should not leave the church hungry. 
 

Voices: Our local table should be haunted by the voices and the presence of those who we 
consciously and unconsciously avoid or deny, those who we keep shoving to distant and mute places 
of forgetfulness.1 Including their voices enlarges both Table and Church. “When only one voice 
speaks, the silence of the other amplifies the volume of the one spoken. …The voice of the other is 
that constant challenge to my certainties and a continuous sign that shows that my voice is not 
absolute in any theological, liturgical, or faithful manner.”2 
 

Small group processing (using mutual invitation)  

What are the global consequences of the Eucharist? 

 

Group discussion 

What are the demands of the Table? 
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Optional:  
Either: Allow time for open-ended conversation 
* Questions 
* Introduce and/or brainstorm resources & ideas 
* Share hopes, fears, challenges 
* Discuss what is lost and what is gained in embracing multicultural worship 

 
OR: Create a liturgy for baptism or communion that in some way includes the “absent” voices. 
 

 

4b: Go from the Table into the world (Conclusion)  

 

“Starting point” 

“Our liturgies are marked by what we do not preach, do not pray, do not enact, do not pay attention 
and do not remember,” yet those who by this absence are forgotten and ignored are part of the 
universal Church of Jesus Christ.3 
 

“My worship space must be not mine but ours, as I hold the strangeness of the other around me, 
challenging my safe ground and showing me that I cannot do or enact everything that I want.”4 
 

Small group (mutual invitation) 

Conocimientos: your name, what you’ve learned, where you go from here 

 

Group discussion 

When multiple voices participate in theology and worship, is it Babel (Gen. 11:1-9) or Pentecost? 

Certainly communication can become more difficult and confusion may abound, just as it did in 

Babel. 

 

So how do we transform this Babel moment into Pentecost? 

 

Closing Ritual: Joyful Feast 

If possible, celebrate Communion together joyfully and sociably, preferably with a variety of 

foods in addition to the bread. 

 

If communion cannot be celebrated, then enjoy a joyful and sociable “agape” feast.  

 

Begin by reading 1 Cor. 12:12-27 and blessing the food. At some point while the food is 

being eaten, 1 Cor. 11:23-24 should be read. At the close of the feast, everyone should have 

a filled glass (as we would with a toast). At that point 1 Cor. 11:25-26 should be read, after 

which people will drink their cup  

 

Close with Galatians 3:26-28 and a benediction. 

 

 

                                                             
1 Cláudio Carvalhaes, from Reformed Worship and the Other 
2 Cláudio Carvalhaes, Voice, Spiritualities, and Minorities 
3 Cláudio Carvalhaes, from Reformed Worship and the Other 
4 Ibid 


